
family affection, friendship, erotic love, and the unconditional love of 
God. Yn. Arpi Kouzouian delivered a thought-provoking PowerPoint 
presentation, designed especially for young audiences, dealing with the 
challenges of morality in the 21st century.   

One of the most intense sessions was led by Fr. Daniel Findikyan, 
chaplain of the conference, who held a Q & A session in which partici-
pants previously placed their most burning questions into a bag.  Fr. 
Daniel then pulled the question out of the bag and facilitated discus-
sions on that topic.  It was truly a blessing to have him with us the en-
tire weekend.   

Of course, the weekend would not be complete without true fellowship 
amongst the participants, as they spent time during breaks and evening 
activities playing basketball, and a late-night Charades tournament 
involving thirty participants.  

The weekend came to a close on Sunday, with Divine Liturgy cele-
brated by Fr. Daniel.  Participants then parted ways after a weekend of 
true Christian fellowship, in which young adults in the Armenian Church 
gathered to learn more about themselves, each other, and their faith in 
an effort to become closer to God. 

 

EDITORIAL—LOOKING BACK TO LOOK AHEAD 

In reviewing past issues of Hye Hokin, we came across this editorial 
from 1994 entitled “Morning in the ACYOA”, and found it to be relevant 
to the ACYOA as an organization even today, eleven years later.  Be-
low is an excerpt: 

 I do not believe that our institution [ACYOA] is falling apart.  
 Rather, I believe that perception dominates reality….it is an 
 organization ready for growth.  An organization that holds the 
 framework and commitment for success...I do not see our 
 organizations as having seen their best days, only with a 
 downward spiral ahead.  NO.  I see hope and promise in the 
 future…It is 7:00AM in the ACYOA.  The morning is bright, as 
 is the future...We need to address our goals with clarity.  We 
 need to approach these objectives with hard work and com
 mitment.  And we should be excited about the future. 

As we approach the 60th anniversary of the founding of the ACYOA, 
we ask you to think about this:  Is it still morning in the ACYOA?  Are 
we truly excited about the future?  We must work together to define our 
goals as the Youth Organization of the Armenian Church in America.  
We must not only look to the past to see what once was; we must also 
look ahead to see our potential, and what is truly in store for us and for 
the next 60 years of the ACYOA.  The answer to that rests in our 
hands. 

S I X T H  A N N U A L  L E A D E R S H I P  
CONFERENCE FOCUSES ON FELLOWSHIP 

This February, the ACYOA shifted its focus to fellowship, as ACYOA 
members from 22 parishes in 14 states gathered in Stony Point, NY for 
the sixth annual Leadership Conference. The theme of this year’s con-
ference was “A Common Life in Christ." Fellowship is one of the five 

Circles of the Cross, which represents the platform of ACYOA program-
ming. This theme was the last in a series of conference themes that 
focused on each circle: worship, service, education, and witness.  

Highlights of the weekend included a session facilitated by former Cen-
tral Council member Daron Bolat entitled, "Church Fellowship: Charting 
Our Experience," during which participants were asked to reflect on and 
share their experiences of fellowship in their local parish. Also, a role-
playing session led by 
Saro Kalayjian, from the 
ACYOA Chapter at the St. 
Mary Church of Washing-
ton, D.C., asked partici-
pants to exchange ideas 
on ways to foster fellow-
ship in their local parish.  

Our Primate, Archbishop 
Khajag Barsamian, also 
devoted his time to this 
conference, sharing his thoughts and advice with the ACYOA.  "I can 
see the fellowship here in this room as you share your thoughts, ideas, 
and even your frustrations as Armenian Christians," the Primate told the 
young participants. "You are here to receive knowledge and guidance 
this weekend, but you are also here to give, you are here to give of 
yourselves as leaders. Each of you has the gifts you need to be leaders 
in your own parishes and in the Diocese. It is in your hands. Now your 
turn is coming. In you, I see the quality of leadership. I am very proud of 
the youth of our Diocese."  

Several members of the Diocesan staff also helped lead sessions dur-
ing the weekend, which was organized by ACYOA Executive Secretary 
Nancy Basmajian. Jason Demerjian, the Diocese's college ministry 
facilitator, led a multi-media workshop on the many dimensions of love: 

The Newsletter of the Armenian Church Youth Organization of America 

HYE HOKIN Ð³Û Ðá·ÇÝ 
SPRING 2005 

An evening worship session.  

Conference participants pose for a group picture before the Saturday sessions. 



PALM SUNDAY—ACYOA DAY 

This year, members of the Central Council were 
present in six different parishes to commemorate 
ACYOA Day, traveling to Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Rhode Island, Michigan, and New York.  Parishes 
throughout the Diocese celebrated this day for the 
youth in different ways, including luncheons, a vari-
ety show, and fundraising events for Armenia.  E-
mail your pictures and stories from your parish’s 
ACYOA Day event to newsletter@acyoa.org to be 
included in the next issue of Hye Hokin!     

GENERAL ASSEMBLY  
NOMINATIONS 

The ACYOA General Assembly is quickly ap-
proaching, taking place prior to Sports Weekend, 
May 26th and 27th, in Cleveland, OH.  During the 
Assembly, elections will take place for the 2005-
2006 Central Council.  There are four positions 
available this year, each serving a two-year term.  
In addition to those spots, elections will be held for 
Nominating and Auditing Committee.  These are 
one-year terms.  Those interested in running for any 
of the above positions, or nominating someone 
else, please contact Nominating Committee mem-
ber Daron Bolat at dbolat1@aol.com.       

DUES 

A reminder to all chapters sending delegates to 
General Assembly; according to the by-laws, the 
number of delegates are determined by the amount 
of dues-paying ACYOA members per parish.  
Amounts:  $10 per member is to be collected, with 
$5 kept for your chapter and $5 per member to be 
submitted to Central Council.  For any questions 
regarding dues, e-mail Rita Akaraz at 
reetz30a@hotmail.com.     

ASP 2005 PREPARES FOR  
ARMENIA 

We are happy to report that the Armenia Service 
Program is filled to capacity for the second year in a 
row!  There is no doubt that this will be an unforget-

table summer for the twenty-six participants that are 
preparing to depart from New York on June 21st 
with their leader, Fr. Gomidas Zohrabian from Hart-
ford, CT.  For those interested in attending next 
year, be on the lookout for TWO service trips to 
Armenia in 2006!  

NATIONAL FUNDRAISING  
INITIATIVE  

In an effort to further strengthen its programs, the 
ACYOA is in the middle of a national fund-raising 
raffle.  Only 500 raffle tickets, at $100 each, will be 
sold.   

Five prizes will be awarded: 
1st Prize - $5,000 
2nd Prize - $3,000 
3rd Prize - Authentic Armenian Rug  
  Isberian Rugs—IL 
4th Prize - $1,500 
5th Prize - Designer Gold Watch 
  Fredrick Jewelers—MI 

The drawing will be held at Sports Weekend in 
Cleveland, Ohio.  To purchase tickets, e-mail Jenni-
fer Morris at hyejem@msn.com. 

HYE HOKIN SEEKING STAFF 

In order to publish Hye Hokin in a more timely man-
ner, and bring in new ideas and talents, we are 
seeking some volunteers to help work on the publi-
cation of our quarterly newsletter.  Tasks will in-
clude gathering chapter updates, writing articles, 
and keeping up with news relevant to ACYOA 
members.  E-mail newsletter@acyoa.org if you’d 
like to offer your talents! 

C E N T R A L  C O U N C I L  N E W S  
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ACYOA  
Central Council 

President 
Abp. Khajag Barsamian 

Chairperson 
Jennifer Morris 

Vice Chairperson 
Dn. Diran Jebejian 

Recording Secretary 
Tammy Bagdigian 

Treasurer 
Rita Akaraz 

Chapter Relations Coordinator 
Christopher Tashjian 

Public Relations Coordinator 
Maria Derderian 

Programming Coordinator 
Karen Khatchadourian 

ACYOA Executive Secretary 
Nancy Basmajian 

Hye Hokin welcomes letters, photos, and essays 
from our readers.  Please e-mail all materials to  
newsletter@acyoa.org or mail to: Nancy Basmajian 
ACYOA Executive Secretary 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America 
(Eastern) 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016. 
All materials submitted are subject to the discretion 
of the editorial staff.   



 

STANDING CONFERENCE OF ORIENTAL  
ORTHODOX YOUTH IN AMERICA (SCOOYA) 

For over a year, members of the ACYOA have participated in an 
organization designed to foster communication amongst the youth 
of the five Oriental Orthodox Churches.  The last meeting took 
place on Saturday, May 7th, at the Diocesan complex in New 
York.  Together, they organized a conference in 2004 and are 
planning a second one for 2005, to bring together Oriental Ortho-
dox youth for the purpose of fellowship, education, and worship.  
Included in this conference will be a keynote speaker, a Bible 
study on Pentecost, and a display of vestments and vessels from 
each respective Church.  The date of the conference will be in 
November; more details will be announced as they become avail-
able. 

PAN-DIOCESAN YOUTH RETREAT PLANNED FOR 
SEPTEMBER 2005 

From October 1 to 3, 2004, delegates from each of the three 
North American Dioceses of the Armenian Church -- the Diocese 
of the Armenian Church of America (Eastern), the Western Dio-
cese, and the Canadian Diocese -- met at the Eastern Diocese's 
Ararat Center to discuss common concerns and challenges re-
lated to youth involvement in the church.  

"This meeting was an opportunity to unify the youth organizations 
of our Dioceses," said Matthew Ash, the youth director for the 
Western Diocese. "For the first time I felt as though we were all 
striving for the same goals. I feel as though we have a great deal 

more to discuss. I 
pray that we’ll be 
able to capitalize on 
this event."  

Each diocese sent 
four representatives 
to the meeting. They 
explored the possi-
bility of a joint event 

that would assemble even more young people from the three Dio-
ceses.  The weekend was organized by the ACYOA Central 
Council. 

 

After three days of discussion, brain-
storming, and sharing past experiences 
and future hopes, the group came up with several 
goals for themselves.  They also agreed to coordinate 
publicity for their respective service programs in Armenia. 
ACYOA organizes the Armenia Service Program (ASP), 
through which young people work as camp counselors in Arme-
nia.  The ACYO-WD this year inaugurated its Church Youth Mis-
sion to Armenia, which allows participants to spend a month work-
ing as an intern in Armenia.  

One of the main outcomes of the meeting was the planning of a 
Pan-Diocesan Retreat involving youth from all three North Ameri-
can Dioceses.  The first one will take place September 23-25, 
2005, at the Ararat Center in Greenville, NY.  This retreat will 
bring together approximately 50 ACYO members from the East-
ern Diocese, Western Diocese, and the Canadian Diocese.  Look 
for more information on this retreat in the next few months! 

 

SPECIAL YOUTH MISSION TO ARMENIA 

This past March, four young adults from our Diocese were se-
lected by our Primate to travel to Armenia with the mission of re-
searching ways to help bridge 
ties with the Armenian Church 
Youth Organization of the 
Ararat Diocese in Armenia.  
This group consisted of:  
Daron Bolat from St. Mary in 
Washington, DC; Evelyn 
Boyajian from St. Sarkis in 
Dallas, TX; Central Council 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a r i a 
Derderian from St. Sahag & 
St. Mesrob in Wynnewood, PA; and Arie Zakaryan from Holy Trin-
ity in Cambridge, MA.  The group had meetings with several dif-
ferent organizational committees, and was very excited to begin 
preliminary plans for a conference to take place in Armenia in the 
Summer of 2006.  The name of the conference will be Hantiboom 
(‘gathering’ in Armenian), and it will include youth from the East-
ern Diocese and the Ararat Diocese in Armenia.  More information 
will follow regarding this exciting venture. 
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A C Y O A  R E A C H E S  O U T  

Representatives from America and Armenia 
working on a preliminary schedule for  
Hantiboom 2006. 

The representatives gathered for Divine Liturgy at St. Peter 
Church in Watervliet, NY. 



 N AT I O N A L  N E W S  
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GIVING THE BREAD OF LIFE:  ACYOA 
FASTS FOR ARMENIA 

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat… Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me. (Matthew 25:40) 

In commemoration of the 90th Anniversary of the Armenian 
Genocide, the ACYOA launched a new initiative to honor the 
victims and survivors of that dark period of our history while 
providing hope for Armenia’s future. The project, “Giving the 

Bread of Life: 
ACYOA Fasts for 
A r m e n i a ”  g a v e 
ACYOA members 
the unique opportu-
nity to work, learn 
and pray together for 
a worthy cause.  The 
proceeds benefited 
the Orran Shelter in 
Yerevan, a center 
providing humanitar-

ian assistance to children and the elderly. 

The fast began on Saturday, April 23, 2005 and ended when 
participants received Holy Communion during Divine Liturgy 
on Sunday, April 24, 2005.  This project was created with 
the intention to have different ACYOA chapters participate in 
the same project on the same day, to create a sense of to-
getherness in working for the same goal.  The program was 
designed by Central Council to be customizable, depending 
on the size and abilities of each chapter.   

Several ACYOA members from parishes spanning from 
Boston to Washington, DC, came together in New York City 
on April 24th to participate in the day of commemoration, 
held at various places in the city.  In addition to the joint 
commemoration, some parishes helped in their own way.  
Congratulations to the St. Gregory the Enlightener parish in 
White Plains, NY, who raised $500 for the Orran Shelter!  
We will report on the total amount donated in the next issue.       

 

2005 LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE  
PARTICIPANTS SHARE THEIR THOUGHTS 

"This weekend really allowed for me to reconnect with the ACYOA and 
to meet other young people who are committed to the future of our 
Church.” 
- Lydia Kurkjian, St. Gregory, White Plains, NY 

"I found it amazing and 
heartwarming to see all of 

these young Armenians 
gathered in one place to 

discuss the fundamentals 
that our church is built on. 
The weekend really made 

me think about what it means 
to be a young Christian Ar-

menian and how important it is for us to be part of the Church because 
we are the Church.” 
- Sarine Zenian, St. 
Mary, Washington, 

DC 

"I am grateful for the 
opportunity to serve 
as chaplain at this 
year’s ACYOA 
Leadership Conference. Once again, the ACYOA has shown itself to be 
the training ground for our future lay and ordained leaders and ministers. 
I can’t imagine a more uplifting way to spend a weekend than with these 
young leaders. These young men and women, so creative, so energetic, 
so devoted to Christ and to our church, reminded me once again that the 
future of our church and people in America is bright.” 
- V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan, Conference Chaplain 

"Coming to this conference I 
have learned a lot. The subjects 
we talked about were interesting 

and gave me information that I 
can use for myself and take 

back to my parish. It was also 
fun! It was good meeting new 

people and seeing old friends.” 
- Nicole Varteresian, St. Mark, Springfield, MA 

 

Thousands of Armenians fill Times Square on April 24th. 

Abp. Khajag Barsamian addressing the participants. 

Leadership Conference participants taking part 
in an icebreaker activity. 

ASP 2004 participants reunite at the conference. 
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HOLY LAND PROJECT MAKES DONATION 
TO PATRIARCHATE OF JERUSALEM 

The Holy Land Project (HLP) is a standing committee of the 
ACYOA, formed at the 2002 General Assembly by several 
ACYOA members who came back from a pilgrimage to Je-
rusalem inspired to increase awareness of the significance 
of the Armenian presence there.  The official mission of the 
the Holy Land Project is to perpetuate the Armenian pres-
ence in the Holy Land.  The members of HLP have done so 
by conducting slideshows at various parishes, keeping in 
contact with the Patriarchate, and fundraising.  A few 
months ago, they made a $1,000 donation to the Patriar-
chate for the purchase of a negative scanner, with which 
they can now document some of the rich archives in their 
possession and help educate the Diaspora about the sig-
nificance of the Armenian presence in Jerusalem.  Below is 
a copy of the letter received in acknowledgement of the 
donation.   

For those that are interested in becoming a member of 
HLP, contact Jennifer Morris at hyejem@msn.com.  Or, 

N AT I O N A L  N E W S  
CHAPTER UPDATES 

WYNNEWOOD, PA—The St. Sahag & St. Mesrob ACYOA has 
been quite busy, as we spent the past few months preparing for our 

first ever Palm Sunday Vari-
ety Show. Together with the 
Juniors, we organized every 
aspect of the show, and 
spent months rehearsing.  It 
was a rousing success, with 
over 200 people attending.  
We entertained our parish 
with comedy skits, song and 

dance performances, and even a few pre-filmed commercials!  We are 
now working on producing a DVD of the show.  Several of us also trav-
eled to New York City on April 24th to take part in the commemoration 
services of the 90th Anniversary of the Genocide.  Some of our future 
planned activities include a group retreat in the Poconos, and sending 
3-4 teams to Sports Weekend in Cleveland.  See you there! 

 

SOUTHFIELD, MI—The Detroit ACYOA Juniors and Seniors 
continue to grow with the guidance and support of our parish priest, Fr. 
Garabed Kochakian and our Youth Coordinator, Lisa Mardigian. We 
are proud of our successful Palm Sunday Luncheon held each year to 
honor ACYOA Day. This year we were pleased to share the day with 
nearly 200 parishioners as we honored young musicians from our com-
munity and enjoyed listening to Harry Kezelian as he fondly shared his 
experiences as an ASP participant this past summer with four other 
Detroit ACYOA Seniors. 

We are looking forward to our upcoming spring and summer 
events.  This May, we are sending several delegates to General As-
sembly, and a large number of athletes to compete at Sports Week-
end.  In June, we will hold our first ever ACYOA Youth Basketball Tour-
nament, for ages 8-18.  In addition to these events, we are also antici-
pating our annual outing to the Tiger's game, a summer barbeque, 
eduational forums with Father Garabed, and several Bible studies.  
Visit our website at www.detroitacyoa.org! 

Send us news from your chapter!   

E-mail newsletter@acyoa.org with updates, 
pictures, and any news you’d like to pass on to 

other ACYOA members. 
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-submitted by Greg Andonian, Sports Weekend Committee Chairman 

We are happy to announce that the 2005 ACYOA 
National Sports Weekend will be held from May 26th 
through May 30th in Cleveland O-Hye-O, the heart of 
it all. At the 2004 General Assembly in Dallas, TX, 
His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian sug-
gested that the 2005 ACYOA National Sports Week-
end should be in Cleveland and the assembly voted 

unanimously. This year is of special significance because 2005 will be 
the Year of Youth: Carrying the Flame. We have formed a highly moti-
vated and talented committee in Cleveland and are preparing for an 
outstanding weekend, which is sure to be unforgettable. 

We have reserved the Marriott Key Center in Downtown Cleveland, and 
the committee has been spending several months assembling a unique 
itinerary to include sports competitions, dances on Saturday and Sunday 
nights, and a farewell picnic on Memorial Day. Our top-notch venues 
include the Hard Rock Café, The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Mu-
seum, Cleveland State University, the Marriott Key Center, and Edge-
water Yacht Club. 

The evening on Saturday, May 28th will surely be an evening to remem-
ber at the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum. We have rented the 
entire building to gather ACYOA members and friends to enjoy the live 
Armenian music on the inaugural stage and all exhibits in the museum 
for the entire duration of the evening. Sunday we will have our traditional 
formal Gala with live Armenian music at the Key Center, adjacent to the 
Marriott Hotel. 

This year's team sports include Basketball, Volleyball, and new this year, 
Dodgeball! We encourage every parish to put together as many teams 
as possible. This year all individual sports are free to those who register 
for a package. The individual sports are Backgammon, Chess, and Ta-
ble Tennis. 

The committee is looking forward to hosting the 2005 National Sports 
Weekend and General Assembly and hopes to make it a memorable 
weekend and provide a chance for ACYOA members, alumni, and 
friends to pass the torch of faith, heritage, and success to the Armenian 
Youth of America. We thank you for your anticipated support and hope 
you will join us as we join in celebrating the "Year of Youth: Carrying the 
Flame."  

ACCOMMODATIONS  
Marriott Key Center 

216.696.9200 
Group code: yoayoaa 

$109/night 

  

WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

THURSDAY, MAY 26th 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY—1st Session 7pm—10pm 
Marriott Key Center Ballroom 

DELEGATE RECEPTION  10pm—12am 
Marriott Key Center Ballroom 

FRIDAY, MAY 27th 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY—2nd Session 9am—6pm 
Marriott Key Center Ballroom 

WEEKEND KICK-OFF PARTY 10pm—2am 
The Hard Rock Cafe Cleveland (featuring DJ Ara) 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 28th 

SPORTS COMPETITIONS  9am—12pm, 1pm—6pm 
Cleveland State University (Insights Program at 12pm) 

WORKSHOPS   10am—2pm 
Guest speakers holding open forums and informative workshops 

WATERFRONT KEF 10pm—2am 
The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame  
and Museum 
(featuring The Philly KEF Band and DJs Nick 
and Jake Terkanian) 
Guided Tours, Cash Bar, Mezze 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 29th 

SPORTS FINALS   2pm—6pm  
Cleveland State University 

GALA EVENT   7pm—2am 
Marriott Key Center Ballroom featuring The Nigosian Band 
full-course dinner will be served 

AFTER HOURS PARTY  2am—5am 
Marriott Key Center Ballroom (featuring DJs Nick and Jake Terkanian) 

MONDAY, MAY 30th 

FAREWELL PICNIC  11am—3pm 
Edgewater Yacht Club 

Online registration available!

www.acyoa.org/cleveland2005 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Hye Hokin 
Armenian Church Youth Organization of America 
Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (Eastern) 
Abp. Khajag Barsamian, Primate 
630 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 

Phone: 212.686.0710 
newsletter@acyoa.org 

MAY 
26-30  General Assembly and National Sports Weekend 
 Cleveland, OH 

JUNE 
10-12 St. Nersess Young Adults’ Weekend 
14-18 St. Nersess Post High School A Conference 

AUGUST 
6 Ararat Festival 
 Ararat Center—Greenville, NY 
13-19 St. Nersess Post High School B Conference 

SEPTEMBER 
23-25 Pan North American Youth Retreat 
 Ararat Center—Greenville, NY 

OCTOBER 
7-9 Archbishop’s Basketball Tournament 
 Cheltenham, PA 

 

NOVEMBER 
12 Oriental Orthodox Youth Conference 
 New Jersey 

MARCH 2006 
10-12 7th Annual Leadership Conference 
 Don Bosco Center—Stony Point, NY 

Do you know someone who would like  
to receive a copy of Hye Hokin?   

E-mail newsletter@acyoa.org. 
Please provide recipient’s name, age,  
mailing address, and e-mail address. 


