ACYOA Central Council Meeting

Sts. Sahag & Mesrob Church, Wynnewood, PA

December 5, 2009

Present:

Fr. Haigazoun Najarian (Diocesan Vicar), Alex Derderian (Chair), Lydia Kurkjian (Secretary),  Danny Mantis (Treasurer),  Gevork Vartanian (Program Coordinator),

Ara Janigian (Public Relations), Nancy Basmajian (Executive Secretary)

Absent: 

Talin Hitik (Vice Chair), Danielle DerAsadourian (Chapter Relations)

Meeting highlights were as follows:

1.
Communications/PR/Outreach
· The ACYOA website has been revised; additional changes will be ongoing.
2.
Administration/Financial
· Three members of Central Council met with Sam Mikaelian, who is directing the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal, to design a fundraising campaign for the ACYOA for the 2009-2010 year. The campaign will include various elements: (1) a letter will be sent to Parish Council Chairs soliciting funds; the letter will be followed-up with phone calls from CC liaisons, (2) selling ACYOA apparel (which will be available on our website), (3) ACYOA Alumni Ball, which will be co-sponsored by  the ACYOA chapter of St. Leon Church in Fair Lawn, NJ; the event will be held on February 13 in Fair Lawn, and (4) a letter to ASP alum asking for donations to assist with the 2010 ASP.
· A Holiday Kickoff, which was held in NYC on November 21, was well-attended and made a profit. 
 3.
Programming
The following programs are at various stages of development for 2010:

· Chapter Workshop – January 15-17 at St. David Church, Boca Raton, FL
· Leadership Conference – March 5-7 at the Doubletree Hotel, Tarrytown, NY; CC will meet with the Primate and Diocesan Council representatives on December 12 to discuss the program
· ACYOA Day – March 28; CC liaisons will arrange speaking engagements at parish celebrations
· General Assembly – May 27-28, St. James Church, Watertown, MA
· Armenia Service Program – June 29-July 20

· Holy Land Pilgrimage – Because of the costs involved, Central Council decided not to sponsor an HLP in 2010

Other:

· New England Regional Meeting – November 7, St. Mark Church, Springfield, MA; 31 participants from 5 parishes attended the meeting 

· Blood Drive – 8 parishes are sponsoring blood drives during the month of December: Chicago, Detroit, Evanston, Minneapolis, Providence, Racine, Springfield, Washington, DC

4.
The Chair reviewed the upcoming Central Council Meeting Schedule: 
· February 13 –  St Gregory Church,  White Plains, NY
· April 17 – St. Sarkis Church, Dallas, TX
· May 1 – Diocesan Assembly,  Evanston, IL

