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All hotel guests are provided a complimentary breakfast beginning at 6:00 AM in the Altitude Restaurant. 
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Armenian Church Youth Organization of America (ACYOA)  
2018 Annual Report 

 
This year was one of hard work, restructuring, foundation-building, and grassroots efforts for the Armenian 
Church Youth Organization of America (ACYOA). At the end of the year, the ACYOA had 23 official 
chapters throughout the Diocese. We have aimed to lead these young people closer to Jesus Christ using 
the Circles of the Cross: Worship, Witness, Education, Service, and Fellowship. As the years pass, we 
play an increasingly pivotal role in keeping the Church present in the daily lives of our young adults. The 
organization is comprised of primarily college--aged and young professionals who are beginning to forge 
their own path in the world. Under the auspices of the Armenian Church, it is the ACYOAÕs mission to 
encourage these young people to live out their faith. The ACYOA set out to continue our efforts through 
the programs discussed in the report below. 
  
Central Council Meetings: The Central Council met five times this year. We had clergy and deacon 
representation at each of our meetings, as well as Jennifer Morris from the Department of Youth and Young 
Adult Ministries. Those meetings were held as follows: March 10 (St. Leon, Fair Lawn, NJ); May 4 
(Diocesan Assembly, White Plains, NY); July 28 (St. Peter Armenian Church, Watervliet, NY); October 
13 (the Mardoian residence, Glenview, IL); and December 15 (St. Leon, Fair Lawn, NJ). Additionally, the 
ACYOA Central Council worked together at each of their national events and via conference calls.  
  
Ministries and Programming: The Central Council organized seven national programs this year, as well 
as additional virtual initiatives. The year began with Chapter Workshop. Over the course of three days, 
from January 19-21, participants discussed the accomplishments and setbacks faced by their local ACYOA 
chapters, shared advice, and brainstormed new programming possibilities while strengthening their faith. 
We would like to thank the entire parish community of St. David Armenian Church in Boca Raton, FL for 
hosting the weekend, along with Rev. Fr. Paren Galstyan for serving as the chaplain throughout the 
weekend. 
  
In the spring, three regional Lenten Retreats were held on March 3 at Armenian Church of Our Saviour 
in Worcester, MA, St. Gregory the Enlightener Armenian Church in White Plains, NY, and St. Mesrob 
Armenian Church in Racine, WI. During the day--long retreat, entitled ÒFull Circle Faith,Ó young adults 
shared their insights during a Bible Study, discussed the significance of maintaining a personal prayer life, 
and the theological role of the Holy Spirit in the Armenian Church. We are thankful to all of the clergy that 
attended and contributed to the discussions, which were led by the Central Council. 
  
Palm Sunday is officially known as ACYOA Day in our Diocesan calendar. ACYOA Central Council 
members shared their stories and the importance of our Diocesan programs to parishes across the Diocese. 
This year we visited Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Church in Chelmsford, MA, Armenian Church of the Holy 
Martyrs in Bayside, NY, St. Sahag Armenian Church in St. Paul, MN, Holy Trinity Armenian Church in 
Cheltenham, PA, Armenian Church of the Holy Translators in Framingham, MA, St. James Armenian 
Church in Watertown, MA, and St. John Armenian Church in Southfield, MI. 
 
Youth and clergy from across the Diocese gathered in New York, NY for the 72nd annual ACYOA General 
Assembly and Sports Weekend. Held over Memorial Day Weekend, the event was hosted by an ACYOA 
New York Regional Committee. The General Assembly took place on May 25, and the delegates gathered 
in Kavookjian Hall at the Diocesan center. Our newly elected Primate, V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan, 
presided over the meeting and shared his vision for the Armenian Church, commenting on the integral role 
the ACYOA has had in helping to develop faithful servants. Delegates reviewed reports and participated in 
a Diving Deep Discussion. During elections, delegates voted in one new member to Central Council and 
re-elected two members. Hundreds of youth gathered to participate in sports competitions, social events, 
and the annual awards banquet. On Sunday, May 28, the V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan celebrated the Divine 



Liturgy at St. Vartan Cathedral and installed the newly elected Central Council, as well as blessed the 
outgoing members. Special appreciation goes to the regional host committee, chaired by Liana Kurkjian 
(St. Gregory, White Plains, NY) and comprised of the following committee members: Adrienne Ashbahian 
(St. Leon, Fair Lawn, NJ), Aline Givelekian (St. Gregory, White Plains, NY), Michael Givelekian (St. 
Gregory, White Plains, NY), and Brian Sarafyan (Holy Martyrs, Bayside, NY). 
 
Summertime Service is a new initiative that was established last year to focus on Service while also 
encompassing the other four Circles of the Cross: Worship, Witness, Education, and Fellowship. ACYOA 
chapters across the Diocese were encouraged to give back to their local communities by illustrating 
exemplary leadership through service opportunities that benefited the environment, the local community, 
and the needy. Throughout the summer, service activity ideas were shared on social media platforms for 
chapters to implement. This year, we had six chapters participate, and we hope to grow the program in the 
coming year. 
 
From July 1 to 18, a group of ACYOA members traveled across Armenia to take in its historic and spiritual 
sites, meet local residents, and volunteer during this yearÕs ACYOA Armenia Service Program (ASP). 
Under the leadership of the Rev. Fr. Hratch Sargsyan, pastor of St. Gregory of Narek in  Richmond Heights, 
OH, the group visited memorable landmarks, such as Khor Virab, Datev Monastery, Erebuni Fortress, and 
the Dzidzernagapert Genocide Memorial. The group participated in the Global Youth Forum with hundreds 
of young adults from across the world, in addition to partnering with FAR to serve at a childrenÕs summer 
camp in Hankavahn. 
!
We wrapped up this year by launching our new national event, the ACYOA Seniors National Fall Retreat. 
The weekend-long program took place November 9-11 at the St. Methodios Faith and Heritage Center in 
Contoocook, NH and was open to all young adults. The V. Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan led the opening 
session, sharing with participants his vision for the mission of the Armenian Church in America today. 
Throughout the weekend, participants reflected on the teachings of St. Gregory the Illuminator and explored 
what it meant to illumine all people who come into the world. We would like to thank the Rev. Fr. Armash 
Bagdasarian for serving as the weekendÕs chaplain and celebrant on Sunday, as well as Fr. Avedis Kalayjian 
from St. Mesrob in Racine, WI and Dn. Narek Garabedian from St. Gregory the Illuminator Church in 
Chicago, IL for traveling to spend time with us.  
 
The Diving Deep Discussions are a new initiative that the Central Council launched in February of this 
year. The mission of this bi-monthly program is to provide a safe and welcoming platform for young adults 
across the Diocese to openly discuss topics relevant to them, as they pertain to the daily decisions they 
make as young Armenian Christians. Five Zoom video conference calls took place in the first year. These 
calls give the Central Council an opportunity to develop relationships with young adults across the Diocese 
and to provide examples of how to lead discussions within their own parish communities.  
 
We are excited that we have had so many opportunities throughout the year to interact with our members 
from all of the different regions of our Diocese, and we are looking forward to the implementation of 
Chapter Connections and the BishopÕs 5K Run in 2019. Below is a table reflecting our growth over the 
years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



EVENT 2018 2017 2016 

Chapter Workshop 48 Participants 
Boca Raton, FL 

41 Participants 
Houston, TX 

49 Participants 
Pinellas Park, FL 

Lenten Retreats 51 Participants 
Worcester, MA 
White Plains, NY 
Racine, WI 

50 Participants 
Springfield, MA 
Bayside, NY 
Southfield, MI 

63 Participants 
Watertown, MA 
Fair Lawn, NJ 
Evanston, IL 

ACYOA Day 7 Parishes 7 Parishes  10 Parishes  

General Assembly 
and Sports Weekend 

59 Delegates 
9 Clergy 
381 Packages 
New York, NY 

64 Delegates, 
19 Clergy, 
345 packages 
Fair Lawn, NJ 

48 Delegates, 
19 Clergy, 
345 packages 
Cambridge, MA 

Armenia Service 
Program (ASP) 

10 Participants 22 Participants 16 Participants 

Summertime Service 6 Chapters N/A N/A 

Leadership 
Conference 

N/A 42 Participants 
Kansasville, WI 

58 Participants  
Lakeside, CT 

National Fall Retreat 44 Participants 
Contoocook, NH 

N/A 
 

N/A 

  
Communication: The Central Council uses various methods of communication to reach out to its chapters 
and membership, such as Facebook, Instagram, and e-blasts. We continue to publish our monthly e-
newsletter, which includes chapter spotlights, alumni interviews, forthcoming programs, recaps about past 
programs, and a calendar of upcoming events submitted by our chapters.  
  
ACYOA Parish Assessment: We would like to express our appreciation to the Diocesan Assembly 
delegates for the implementation of the annual ACYOA parish assessment. Since its passing in 2014, 
parishes have continued to fulfill their promise and financial support of $250, which directly benefits the 
ministries of the ACYOA. This year, we are pleased to report that all but three parishes contributed.   
  
Thank You: We would like to give special appreciation to our outgoing Primate, Abp. Khajag Barsamian, 
and our newly elected Primate, V. Rev Fr. Daniel Findikyan, for their vision, leadership, and support of the 
ACYOA. In addition, we would like to thank the DYYAM staff, Jennifer Morris and Kathryn Ashbahian, 
for their assistance behind the scenes that ensures the successful execution of the ministries of the ACYOA. 
We are grateful for the time that the V. Rev. Fr. Mesrop Parsamyan supervised the Central Council while 
he served as the Director of Ministries. 
  
ACYOA Central Council Officers:  
January to May: Mallory Maslar (Chair), Nora Knadjian (Vice Chair), Ronnie Malconian (Treasurer), 
Danielle Malconian (Secretary), Arsen Yelegen (Public Relations Coordinator), Melissa Mardoian 
(Programming Coordinator), and Sona Dagley (Chapter Relations). 
  
June to December: Nora Knadjian (Chair), Sona Dagley (Vice Chair), Ronnie Malconian (Treasurer), 
Mallory Maslar (Secretary), Arsen Yelegen (Public Relations Coordinator), Melissa Mardoian 
(Programming Coordinator), and Nick Tashjian (Chapter Relations). 
  
Respectfully Submitted,  
Nora Knadjian, ACYOA Central Council Chair 



Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministries (DYYAM)  
Annual Report 2018 

  
The Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministries oversees all programming for the Diocesan 
Summer Camp programs, Hye Camp and St. Vartan Camp, as well as the ACYOA Juniors and Seniors, 
while working with the ACYOA Central Council to develop programs across the Diocese. The department 
strives to make the Armenian Church significant in the lives of youth and young adults by creating and 
delivering Christ-centered programming based on the Cross of Circles. Diocesan Summer Camps, the 
ACYOA Juniors, and the ACYOA Seniors continue to serve as the main vehicles through which this 
ministry can be fulfilled. 
  
Diocesan Summer Camp Programs: The St. Vartan Camp and Hye Camp programs were led by their 
camp directors: Rev. Fr. Khachatur Kesablyan (Session A), Rev. Fr. Vart Gyozalyan (Session B), Rev. Fr. 
Vasken Kouzouian (Session C), V. Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian (Hye Camp), and Rev. Fr. Tadeos Barseghyan 
(Assistant Hye Camp Director). Kathryn served as the on-site Camp Administrator throughout the summer 
at St. Vartan Camp. Jennifer served as the off-site Camp Administrator for Hye Camp, while Ani Misirliyan 
served as the on-site Camp Office Coordinator with the assistance of the staff director, Lisa Mardigian, and 
several other young adult volunteers at Hye Camp.  
  
Staff training was well-received by both sets of staff, with an emphasis placed on staff-led mini-sessions. 
The staff training PowerPoints were created by Jennifer and shared electronically with senior staff in 
advance so they could prepare for their presentations, which mostly focused on safety and emergency 
protocols and procedures. Additional sessions touched on the importance of mentoring, program 
development, and ample time for self-reflection. Staff engaged in conversations about problem-solving 
skills, teamwork, acting out possible camper behavioral scenarios, and discussing how to handle them. 
Securing camp nurses and lifeguards continues to be a challenge at St. Vartan Camp, and we encourage all 
diocesan leadership to help in the assistance of recruiting licensed volunteers from their parish communities. 
It is valuable to note that the majority of currently active ACYOA leaders at parish, regional, and national 
events are past campers, CITs, and Staff from Hye Camp and/or St. Vartan Camp. This stands as a true 
testament to the success of the camp programs and their ability to nurture future leaders of the Armenian 
Church. 
  
ACYOA Juniors: There are currently 35 active ACYOA Juniors chapters across the Diocese, with a 
potential for many more that already gather for church-sponsored activities.  We continue to request that 
every parish has an appointed youth adviser to work with their teens to organize events, disseminate 
information, and keep them connected to the parish community. Regional retreats were organized by the 
department during the Lenten season. In addition, Kathryn attended and participated in the ACYOA Juniors 
Hye MÕrtsoom and the ACYOA Juniors Sports Weekend, which both drew in more than 250 teens from 
across the Diocese. 
  
ACYOA Seniors: The DYYAM worked with the ACYOA Central Council to plan and execute Chapter 
Workshop, Lenten Retreats, General Assembly and Sports Weekend, Armenia Service Program, and the 
National Fall Retreat. The DYYAM worked with the ACYOA Central Council to launch the restructuring 
of their programs, which included Diving Deep Discussions, Summertime Service, and the ACYOA 



Seniors National Fall Retreat. The inaugural weekend-long retreat drew in more than 40 young adults from 
across the Diocese. Additional changes in the calendar of programming will be implemented in 2019, 
including two new initiatives such as Chapter Connections and the BishopÕs 5K Run.  Jennifer was present 
at all meetings and collaborated with Kathryn to assist with the development of Bible Studies and sessions, 
as well with editing e-newsletters, articles, advertisements, Diving Deep discussion questions, and more. 
Please see the ACYOA Central Council report for details regarding the programs of the ACYOA Seniors. 
  
Professional Development: The department, along with several of the Summer Camp Directors, attended 
a three-day conference in January hosted by the Orthodox Youth Directors in America, as well as 
participated in several webinars and learning opportunities offered through the American Camping 
Association (ACA). In compliance with state regulations, the department staff are certified in First Aid: 
Responding to Emergencies (RTE), CPR for the Professional Rescuer, and AED training offered by the 
American Red Cross. 

Resources: Kathryn continued to create Monthly Bible Studies to share with parish priests, youth workers, 
and ACYOA chapter chairs for implementation at meetings and events. The staff also worked closely with 
the Diocesan Ministries staff on the development of parish resources. Our programs incorporated the videos 
and discussion questions created by the Creative Ministries department during our Diocesan Summer Camp 
programs, regional retreats, and workshops. 
 
Looking Forward:   After downsizing from three to two department members in June of 2017 and 
restructuring job responsibilities in March of 2018, the DYYAM is currently looking at ways to effectively 
and realistically meet the needs of youth ministry across the Diocese. With the restructuring of the 
department, Jennifer is now responsible for Hye Camp and ACYOA Seniors, while Kathryn is responsible 
for St. Vartan Camp and ACYOA Juniors. In a spirit of love and teamwork, Kathryn and Jennifer continue 
to collaborate on all of their work. Being physically unable to travel to every parish in a yearÕs time, the 
department is researching and beginning to implement new methods that will hopefully reach the entirety 
of the Diocese. In particular, the department strongly desires to develop youth worker training in 2019 so 
that we can identify and empower local youth workers and lay leaders who can partner with parish pastors 
to strengthen youth ministry on a parish level. 
 
Staff: The Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministries Staff in 2018 was Kathryn Ashbahian and 
Jennifer Morris. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DYYAM PROGRAMS  2018 2017 2016 

Diocesan Summer Camps (ages 8-28) 

Hye Camp 

114 Campers 
36 CITs 
42 Staff 
14 Parishes 

129 Campers 
37 CITs 
35 Staff 
13 Parishes 

148 Campers 
29 CITs 
35 Staff 
13 Parishes 

St. Vartan Camp 

207 Campers 
45 CITs 
41 Staff 
32 Parishes 

198 Campers 
64 CITs 
45 Staff 
32 Parishes 

195 Campers 
48 CITs 
39 Staff 
30 Parishes 

ACYOA Juniors (ages 13-18) 

Members/Chapters 
appr. 650 Members 
35 Chapters 

appr. 650 Members 
35 Chapters 

appr. 650 Members 
35 Chapters 

Lenten Regional Retreats 

114 Participants 
19 Parishes 
5 Retreats 

157 Participants 
22 Parishes 
8 Retreats 

154 Participants 
22 Parishes 
8 Retreats 

Hye MÕrtsoom 
250 Participants 
17 Parishes 

306 Participants 
20 Parishes 

211 Participants 
14 Parishes 

Fall Sports Weekend 
217 Participants 
19 Parishes 

285 Participants 
17 Parishes 

248 Participants 
16 Parishes 

ACYOA Seniors (ages 18-30)  

Members/Chapters 
appr. 300 Members 
23 Chapters 

appr. 300 Members 
23 Chapter 

appr. 325 Members 
24 Chapter 

Chapter Workshop 
48 Participants 
18 Parishes 

41 Participants 
13 Parishes 

49 Participants 
13 Parishes 

Lenten Retreats 

51 Participants 
18 Parishes 
3 Retreats 

50 Participants 
20 Parishes 
4 Retreats 

63 Participants 
20 Parishes 
4 Retreats 

General Assembly & 
Sports Weekend 

59 Delegates 
9 Clergy 
381 Packages 

64 Delegates 
19 Clergy 
236 Packages 

48 Delegates 
19 Clergy 
345 Packages 

Armenia Service Program 
10 Participants 
9 Parishes 

22 Participants 
15 Parishes 

16 Participants 
12 Parishes 

Summertime Service 6 Chapters N/A N/A 

Leadership Conference  N/A 
42 Participants 
23 Parishes 

58 Participants 
25 Parishes 

National Retreat 
44 Participants 
20 Parishes N/A N/A 

!
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ACYOA  Central Council Candidate Biographies 
 

Sona Dagley, Holy Translators, Framingham, MA  
Sona has been a member of the ACYOA in multiple parishes including Cleveland, 
Detroit, and Framingham, MA. In being involved in such different chapters, this has 
allowed Sona to experience how chapters function and require various needs 
according to variables such as the size, location, participation rates, and more. Sona 
has served on the Central Council for two years in the roles of Chapter Relations and 
Vice Chairman. She has loved being a part of the Council and is looking forward to 
hopefully continuing to serve the ACYOA in this capacity. While on the Council 
Sona has played a vital role in revamping the schedule by working on the 
development of new programs, such as Diving Deep, Chapter Connections, and the 
National Fall Retreat. She has many more ideas and is excited to hopefully continue 
to improve the organization as a whole. 
 
Rafael Grigoryan, Armenian Church of Jacksonville, Jacksonville, FL  
Rafael has been a member of the ACYOA after embarking on his first Chapter 
workshop in January of 2016 in Tampa, FL. Since that point, he has helped establish 
and recruit members to the Jacksonville ACYOA chapter. He has served on the altar 
since he was 8 years old and still frequents trips to Jacksonville to serve for Fr. 
Tateos Abdalian. Rafael served on multiple executive boards ranging from his 
university days to professional organizations. Rafael is following his passion at 
Raymond James Financial as a Capital Markets analyst helping private and public 
companies raise money in the fixed income and equity markets. His key skills 
include financial statement analysis of companies, relationship management and 
fundraising. On a personal note, Rafael enjoys watching his favorite sports teams, 
reading non-fiction books, attempting to play poker, watching his favorite shows 
Billions and Game of Thrones, traveling anywhere/everywhere, and volunteering. 
 
 
Vatche Kaftajian,  St. Sarkis, Dallas, TX 
Vatche Kaftajian has been a member of St. Sarkis Armenian Church in Dallas, Texas 
since he was young. In recent years, Vatche assisted in revitalizing the ACYOA 
Dallas Chapter and created opportunities for greater engagement with the 
community. He has attended leadership conferences, chapter workshops, and general 



 

 

assemblies, as well as helping with Habitat for Humanity and Feed My Starving 
Children. Vatche is currently serving as the Recording Secretary of the Dallas 
chapter. Vatche has been working as a Certified Pharmacy Technician for 11 years 
and is the Lead Clinical Technician at his current job. He holds two designations, 
CPhT and CSPT, as well as State and National licenses. He has experience in retail, 
dialysis, geriatric rehabilitation, medication therapy management and student health 
at Texas State University. He plans to return to school and earn his PharmD to be a 
Pharmacist. In his spare time, Vatche likes to spend time with his dog Jack, gaming, 
paintballing and going out with friends. 

 
 

Melissa Mardoian, Sts. Joachim &  Anne, Palos Heights, IL  
Melissa has served on Central Council for two years as the Programming/Ministries 
Coordinator. She finds great joy in helping others grow spiritually, as it also helps 
her grow. She would like to continue sharing her passion for the church & God with 
those involved in the ACYOA by serving a second term on Central Council if  she is 
given the honor. She has been a member of Sts. Joachim & Anne Armenian Church 
in Palos Heights, IL since she was born. Her mother and father are very involved in 
the church on a parish and diocesan level and they have been great models to her. 
She has been involved in Sunday School, serving on the altar, singing in the choir, 
establishing an ACYOA Seniors chapter, and being the youth representative for the 
church. Melissa has represented her parish at Lenten Retreats, Leadership 
Conferences, Chapter Workshop, General Assembly & Sports Weekend, and as the 
chair of the 2017 Poon Paregentan Dinner Dance committee. She also had the 
pleasure to take part in the 2012 Armenian Service Program and the honor of being 
chosen to walk JesusÕ steps on the 2014 Pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Melissa attended 
Hye Camp as a camper, CIT, counselor, art teacher, and night security. She is also 
very involved with the St. Nersess Armenian Seminary, participating in high school 
sessions for 4 years and post-high for 1 year and staffing high school sessions for 3 
years and post high sessions for 2 years. Melissa loves to share her faith with all 
those who cross her path. Melissa graduated with her Bachelors in Chemistry and 
Secondary Education from University of Illinois Ð Urbana/Champaign, and Masters 
in English Language Teaching and Learning from Loyola University. She is 
currently a high school regular chemistry, English Language Learners chemistry, 
and regular physics teacher, as well as the girls track and field jumps coach.  
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1. Whereas His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of all Armenians, is a               
firm supporter of the youth of the Armenian Church and spends generous time with Armenian               
youth around the world, be it resolved that the 2019 ACYOA General Assembly extends its filial                
love, respect, and wishes of good health to His Holiness. We, the members of the ACYOA, stand                 
in awe of the extraordinary step to canonize the Martyrs who died for their faith and for                 
fatherland, pledge our continued love and support to His Holiness and the Mother See of Holy                
Etchmiadzin and congratulate him on his 68th birthday this year. 
 
2. Whereas the Primate of the Armenian Church of America-Eastern Diocese, Rev. Fr. Daniel              
Findikyan was ordained and elevated to the episcopal rank of Bishop of the Armenian Church               
during a two-day period at the Holy See of Etchmiadzin on May 11 and 12, 2019, be it resolved                   
that the 2019 ACYOA General Assembly congratulates and expresses its deep love for our new               
Bishop Daniel Findikyan as his ministry in the Armenian Church evolves in his new position. 
 
3. Whereas His Grace Bishop Daniel Findikyan has tasked the Eastern Diocese to become part of                
the Body of Christ through growing in knowledge of the Son of God; knitting together the Body                 
of Christ in love through full and active participation in the Holy Badarak; and equipping all                
saints of our Diocese for the work of ministry, be it resolved that the 2019 ACYOA General                 
Assembly humbly and graciously accepts and supports Bishop Daniel’s command to grow,            
participate, and equip ourselves as well as our friends, family members, and fellow Armenians to               
unite in order to make our beloved Armenian Church grow strong and become fruitful for               
generations to come. 
 
2. Whereas His Grace Bishop Daniel Findikyan, our beloved Primate, has presided over the 2019               
ACYOA General Assembly, and has provided immeasurable support for the 2019 ACYOA            
General Assembly, and whereas he continues to implement new programs and carries the torch              
of enthusiasm for the youth of our Diocese, be it resolved that the 2019 ACYOA General                
Assembly expresses its gratitude and appreciation for his love, patience, knowledge, insight, and             
guidance, and thanks him for leading the Healing Service before the Assembly. 
 
3. Whereas the Armenian Patriarch of Constantinople, Archbishop Mesrob II Mutafian, and the             
Rev. Fr. Diran Papazian, Rev. Fr Dajad Davidian, Rev. Fr Sooren Chinchinian, and Diramayr              
Ursula Findikyan passed away during this past year, be it resolved that the 2019 ACYOA               
General Assembly join us in a moment of silence as we pray for the enlightenment of their souls. 
 
4. Whereas this year marked the 104th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide of 1915, and               
whereas there were several extraordinary commemorations of that day throughout the world this             
year, be it resolved that the 2019 ACYOA General Assembly prays that God continue to give                
strength and health to the survivors of that horrific event, as well as provide comfort to those                 
families whose relatives perished.   
 
5. Whereas May 28��th marks the 101��th anniversary of Armenia first being proclaimed an              
independent republic, and whereas on September 21, the Republic of Armenia will celebrate the              



28th anniversary of its renewed independence, be it resolved that the 2019 ACYOA General              
Assembly extends warm wishes to our brothers and sisters in Armenia, prays for peace and               
stability in its internal politics, and offers heartfelt prayers for the continued success the Republic               
of Armenia. 
 
6. Be it resolved that the 2019 ACYOA General Assembly extends heartfelt prayers to our               
brothers and sisters in Nagorno-Karabagh, including Primate Archbishop Barkev Martirosyan,          
and President, Bako Sahakyan, and all those around the world defending their basic human rights               
and right to self-determination. 
 
7. Be it resolved that the 2019 ACYOA General Assembly extends heartfelt prayers to the               
Armenians living in the homeland, including prime minister Nikol Pashinyan, and President            
Armen Sarkissian to bring prosperity and equality to Armenia, and peacefully lead Armenia into              
the future, free from government and corporate corruption. 
 
8. Be it resolved that the 2019 ACYOA General Assembly extends heartfelt prayers to the               
Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem and its leader, Patriarch Archbishop Nourhan Manoogian           
and as well as the Armenian Patriarchate of Constantinople as well as our brothers and sisters                
amongst the Diaspora around the world. 
 
9. Be it resolved that the 2019 ACYOA General Assembly extends sincere appreciation to the               
ACYOA Seniors of St. Mesrob Church of Racine, WI for hosting the 2019 ACYOA General               
Assembly and Sports Weekend. 
 
10. Whereas there were 8 clergymen present at this year’s Assembly including:  
 
His Grace Bishop Daniel Findikyan, Primate 
Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian 
Rev. Fr. Avedis Kalayjian 
Rev. Fr. Tavit Boyajian 
Rev. Fr. Yeprem Kelegian 
Rev. Fr. Krikor Sabounjian 
 

 
Dn. Narek Garabedian 
Dn. Eric Vozzy 
 

 
 

And whereas the ACYOA is an integral part of the Armenian Church; it is imperative that the                 
clergy of our parishes support our youth in every endeavor. We also thank all the Diocesan                
Council members who took time out of their schedules to be with us this weekend. Be it resolved                  
that the 2019 ACYOA General Assembly delegates and the Central Council express their sincere              
gratitude to the clergy of the Armenian Church and the Diocesan Council members. 

 
11. Whereas this is the 30th year of the passing of Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan, and whereas our                 
organization, the ACYOA was founded under his leadership and vision in 1946 and has              
flourished these 73 years, and whereas Tiran Srpazan was a genocide survivor and also the               
founder of St. Nersess Seminary, the Choir Association, and many other important initiatives at              
one of the most crucial times in the history of our Diocese, engaging the first American-born                



generation of Armenians, be it resolved that the 2018 ACYOA General Assembly prays for the               
soul of Tiran Srpazan and expresses its gratitude for his legacy. 
 
12. Whereas our Lord speaks through the words of St. John the Evangelist that all Christians,                
“may become completely one,” be it resolved that the 2019 ACYOA General Assembly pray for               
unity of all Churches following the mission established by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.               
(John 17:23) 
 
13. Whereas in the past year there have been numerous atrocities involving the murder of people                
praying in houses of worship from Sri Lanka to Pittsburgh and San Diego to New Zealand, be it                  
resolved that the 2019 ACYOA General Assembly pray for the victims and the families of the                
hundreds that died at the hands of hatred and evil in the broken world we live in today and                   
condemning all acts of hatred and evil. 
 
14. Whereas the Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministry serves as an advisor to the                
ACYOA Central Council, be it resolved that the Central Council and the 2019 ACYOA General               
Assembly extends its sincere appreciation to Jennifer Morris and Kathryn Ashbahian for their             
hard work and dedication towards the youth of the Armenian Church. 
 
15. Whereas three seminarians who graduated on May 17��th from St. Nersess Armenian Seminary,              
Dn. Alex Calikyan, Sbd. Johnny Chadoyan, and Dn. Albert Hambardzumyan. Be it resolved that              
the 2019 ACYOA General Assembly congratulate them on their accomplishments and pray for             
their growth in serving the church. 
 
16. Whereas new ACYOA Chapters continue to be formed in our Diocese, be it resolved that the                 
2019 ACYOA General Assembly pledges to assist all chapters in their endeavors, consistent with              
the teachings of the Armenian Church, and hopes to establish chapters in all parishes within our                
Diocese. 
 
17. Be it resolved that the 2019 ACYOA General Assembly offers sincere appreciation to              
outgoing Central Council members Mallory Maslar and Ronnie Malconian, re-elected council           
members Sona Dagley, and Melissa Mardoian, as well as remaining council members Nora             
Knadjian, Nicholas Tashjian, and Arsen Yelegen, for their dedication to our organization and             
hard work on its behalf, and also extends congratulations to the newly elected council members               
Alina Grigorian and Rafael Grigoryan, as well as the alternate, Vatche Kaftajian. 
 
18. Whereas our Primate, His Grace Bishop Daniel Findikyan, proposed the upcoming “ACYOA             
Bishop’s 5K Run/Walk” to be a fundraiser for the ACYOA which its proceeds will help fulfill                
the evangelized mission of the Armenian Church. Be it resolved that the 2019 General Assembly               
along with all ACYOA members, will fully support the event, which will take place in Paramus,                
NJ; Evanston, IL; and Watertown, MA, in June 2019. 
 
19. Be it resolved that the 2019 ACYOA General Assembly thanks the Central Council, and all                
the delegates and participants for attending and making this Assembly a positive and             
enlightening experience, and for their service in their respective parishes throughout the year. 



 
20. Be it resolved that the 2019 ACYOA General Assembly graciously thanks alumni Kai              
Kaiserian for providing the audio-visual equipment and technical support for this year’s            
gathering, and Dn. Dan Korakian for setting up the chapel for this morning’s Healing Service. 
 
21. Be it resolved that the 2019 ACYOA General Assembly extends sincere appreciation to the               
ACYOA Seniors of St. Mesrob, Racine, WI, including its pastor Rev. Fr. Avedis Kalayjian, Yn.               
Karen, its Co-Chairmen Emily Janikian and Alina Grigorian and the 2019 General Assembly and              
Sports Weekend Committee and advisors for setting up a weekend filled with fellowship and              
camaraderie.  
 
22. Be it resolved that the 2019 ACYOA General Assembly extends its deepest gratitude to the                
2019 ACYOA General Assembly Chairman, Rafael Grigoryan, Vice-Chairman, Harry Kezelian,          
General Assembly Secretaries, Vatche Kaftajian and Mallory Maslar, Sergeants-at-Arms, Nick          
Boyadjian and Maddie Ovassapian, Parliamentarians Fr. Tavit Boyajian and Zaven Dadian, as            
well as the Nominating Committee comprised of Christina Parnagian, Greta Janigian and Peter             
Oundjian and Auditing committees comprised of Rafael Grigoryan, Brian Sarafyan, and Michael            
Givelekian for making this 2019 ACYOA General Assembly a true success. 
 
23. Be it resolved that the 2019 ACYOA General Assembly will strive to live out the                
faith-centered Mission Statement of the Armenian Church According to the Teaching of St.             
Gregory the Illuminator, as presented by our Primate, His Grace Bishop Daniel Findikyan.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
2019 ACYOA General Assembly Resolutions and Courtesies Committee 
 
Ani Javardian 
Emma Kaloostian 
Peter Oundjian 
Sdn. Armen Terjimanian 
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